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Secretary of State George Shuitz saig today he regretted that i(liness had
obliged William Casey tC guit as director of the Cenmtral intelligence
Agency ¢ CIA) . R
The Ring words Followed public disagreement bHefore casey went into hospital
iin December for an opevration tc remove a cancarausigraLﬁ tumai.

Shultz complained that when he checked last May with Casey on informati
that Washington was to send arms to Iran ~- an issue that became President
Reagan's worst crisis -- he was told it was not true.

Casey's denial ke had said that led tG a rare public rebuke from Shultr, who
. - ’
suggested that Casey must have forgotten what ne said.

"1 deeply regret that illmess kas forced the departure of Bill Casey from the
CIA, " Shultz said today in a statement reag fo reporters by his spokesman,
Charles Recman. _ : » .

“In his six years of stewargship, his contribution to strengthening the
capabilities of the U.S5. intelligence has significantly assisted this
agministration's efforts to improve our national security posture,” Shultz said.

He called Casey deputy-Robert-tates, nominatad to the top joo by Reagan, a
Wworthy successar., _

“He ts a genuine professional with a deep knowliegge of all aspects of the
intelligence community. [ expect that under Sis lzadership, the intelligence
community will continue to make impressive contridbutions to our security. He
will have my full cooperation," Shult:z sai - :
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